
 

Brookhouse Leadership update letter 
Keeping you connected and maintaining fellowship together 

 

 

Devotional:  Holiness of God! 

 
The holiness of God is something we cannot understand. There is nothing that compares to God, 

so it is difficult to describe God’s holiness. However, in the book of Isaiah we read of God giving 

the prophet Isaiah a glimpse of His holiness. This vision of God gives us a picture to help us 

know a little of God’s holiness.  

When we read Isaiah 6:1-5 about Isaiah’s vision of God, we see 

God is on His throne in Heaven. He is above everyone and everything. He is infinitely greater. 

He is perfect. He is God and there is none like Him. Isaiah saw God’s robe filling the heavenly 

temple. This could be symbolism that there is no room for anyone or anything but God in the 

temple. No one other than God is holy enough to be in His presence or in the temple.  

Isaiah also saw seraphim which is another word for angels. God is so holy the angels could not 

even look at God. That is why they covered their eyes. In the Bible, we also read about Moses’ 

encounter with God (Exodus 33:18-20). Moses wanted to see God, but God told him, “You 



cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!” God is so holy a glimpse of His face is 

deadly! That is holiness!  

In verse 5, we read Isaiah saying, “Woe is me, for I am ruined!” Isaiah was in the presence of 

God. God’s holiness quickly revealed Isaiah’s lack of holiness. God is so holy that Isaiah did not 

even have to look directly at God to realize his un-holiness.  A mere vision of God made him 

realize God was holy and he was not. Because you and I are human, we will have the same 

realizations that Isaiah did as we encounter God’s holy presence. 

Even though we cannot see God, we can get a glimpse of his holiness when we look at creation. 

Next time you watch the sunrise or sunset, think about God’s holiness. The sun is powerful. It is 

hot. It is big. It’s amazing! However, it is only a star—a simple creation. Just think of how much 

greater and stronger God is. Words can’t fully describe him, but this we know: He is holy. 

See also a video on holiness here: https://youtu.be/l9vn5UvsHvM 

1 Chronicles 29:11  (NKJV) 
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, The power and the glory, 
The victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; 
Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, And You are exalted as head over all. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/l9vn5UvsHvM


A Message to the Church from our minister 

Dear friends, 

One of the things that this imposed isolation has given me is time to think, rather than plan for 

the next meeting. I have been reading and studying the book of Revelation, one I know that you 

will all be very familiar with I am sure. I only have so far, down to the beginning of chapter 2 and 

the beginning of the letters to the churches. One of the words that has been given to Brookhouse 

is from about 18 months ago from a group who came and ministered to us over the weekend, 

and the word was, “Give me back my Church.”  We have been pondering that ever since, in what 

way do we need to give God His Church back? 

The Church at Ephesus was the centre of the worship of the goddess Diana, with a massive 

temple built in her honour, and became one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  The 

apostle John begins with commendation, there was much that the Church was doing well (as 

were most of them), he begins, “I know your deeds”: 

1)      It was an evangelistic church (your hard work). 

2)      It was a patient church (your perseverance). 

3)      It was a separated church (you cannot tolerate wicked men) compare 1 Cor 5. 

4)      It was an orthodox church (you have tested those…) 

5)      It was a persecuted church (you have…endured hardships) 

6)      It was a democratic church (you hate the…Nicolaitans).  The word Nicolaitans comes from 

two Greek words, nikao “to conquer” and laos “people”, there was a growing distinction between 

the clergy and the laity. 

Those are the good points, and within our churches, there are many good points, but then John 

comes down to the crunch, and what was going wrong in the church, “You have forsaken your 

first love.”  What is our first love?  I put out a challenge to the ministers this week, and one, which 

we will be discussing, “What is the core business of the Church?”  When I say “the Church,” I 

mean the Church local and national, for the local Church what are we about?  What is the 

primary mission and focus of your Church?  Yes, it is easy to say, “But it says in Scripture, ‘Go 

and make disciples of all nations….”  But what does that mean?  The problem for the Church at 

Ephesus is that they were so busy working for Christ, that they had neglected Christ Himself.  

We need to remember that Adam was not created by God to evangelise the world, or to build a 

big Church, but to have fellowship with his Creator. 

We are at a point at the moment when, all of our normal activities are on hold.  We cannot meet 

in our buildings for worship and fellowship, our midweek meetings of fellowship and prayer are 

having to be done creatively, and all of our meetings are either cancelled or having to be done in 

different ways.  But now, picture a time in the near future, when all of this will be over, and we 

can get back to “normal”, but what does “normal” look like?  Are we going back to, “As it was in 



the beginning, is now, and shall be forever more.”  On the other hand, are we going to spend 

some of this time, with a blank sheet of paper and think creatively, possibly using the new 

technology, which many of us are getting to grips with, and thinking about the shape of the 

Church post-Covid19. 

The challenge from the Eagles in Flight team was, “Give Me back My Church,” so what do we 

need to put in place, to ensure that God is worshipped and adored, with the depth of love that we 

had when we first came to know the Lord, that our fellowship with each other is the best that it 

can be.  May we, as we refocus our hearts and minds on Christ, develop a deeper love for Him. 

With every blessing, 

Roy 

From Ruth Hawkey: Panic mode or prayer mode. 

 

“Peace I leave with you; My [own] peace I now give and bequeath to you. Not as the world gives, 

do I give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. [Stop allowing 

yourselves to be agitated and disturbed; and do not permit yourselves to be fearful and 

intimidated and cowardly and unsettled.]”. John 14:27 AMPC 

 

This Verse really challenged me when I read it yesterday, in the light of the present situation of 

coronavirus. 

 

How easy it is to get into panic mode and to become (as the bible says) “disturbed, fearful, 

cowardly even and unsettled”. It seems to me that In the present situation I have a choice to 

make: will I allow myself to become disturbed and even agitated. And for me (especially living on 

my own) this happens when I listen, watch or read the news. Which I love to do! 

 

So I find that I am faced with not one but a number of choices; do I stop listening to the news; do 

I stop watching television;  do I cut myself off from telephone calls especially from those who are 

panicking?  I guess these are all choices which I could make. 

 

However for me the basic choices are these: “with what do I fill my mind and heart? And 

secondly “How do I replace panic with peace?” 

 

The answer would seem to be to rest on and fill my mind with God’s Word. Does this mean that I 

don’t listen, or even think about the present situation. No, rather I believe that we can turn each 

situation into prayer. Talking to God about it  allows us to get His perspective and therefore gives 

us His peace 

 

So today I have made a decision, I am going to choose the peace which the Word of God 

promises to give me to guard my heart and resist the panic which the world would seem to push 

me into. I will do this through prayer. 

 

Will you join me?  



 
 

 

 

 



From David Midwinter 

 

I have just received this prayer letter from one of our UK members who is hoping to go and work 

in Malawi at some point. It is very challenging:     

 

Dear all, 

I have been occupying my bed for the last few days, as I have had relatively serious coronavirus, 

although thankfully my lungs responded to medication and I was allowed home. It’s a nice 

enough bed, and it has given me much time to reflect, on all I have to be thankful for, all I take for 

granted and for the challenges Malawi, and indeed other African nations, would face if 

coronavirus hits them hard. 

● I have to self-isolate. This is possible for me because I own a home, have a      

comfortable bed, endless hours of Netflix to entertain me. How will self-isolation ever be 

possible in  the very common sight in Malawi of a one-room hut all the family share? 

● Whilst in self-isolation, I have the good fortune to still be paid, and the  knowledge that 

even if this ceases to be possible, the government will step in. Many Malawians live hand 

to mouth. How is self-isolation possible when you have to farm your land in order to be 

able to eat? How can you socially distance when you have to sell your produce in order to 

survive? 

● I have a tap, and despite the crazy panic buying I have soap. I have the  privilege of clean 

water and sanitation. How is that possible in a land of shared latrines, shared water 

pumps and soap only sold in towns at an  expense many just can’t afford? 

● Before  I got ill, I went on a cleaning rampage and disinfected my house. As a nation, 

we’ve become obsessed with anti-bacterial handwipes and gels. How do you do this when 

your only means of cleaning is a hand-made broom to sweep the floor? How do you fully 

sanitise a communal latrine or do anything about the endless hands touching the water 

pump? 

● I was a bit irritated by some of the random combinations of food I ended up eating due to 

what was still available in shops. But in reality, people across Malawi survive on one meal 

of nsima a day. How will the lack of nutrition help them survive? 

● There are tests available, thousands of ventilators and thousands more available for those 

who get more seriously ill. You can count Malawi’s hospitals on your fingers and toes. 

How will they ever cope? How will people that ill have any chance of even reaching a 

hospital from a mainly rural society?  It’s a country who can test, but do not have the 

ability or means to interpret them, they have to be sent to South Africa. Most hospitals 

have  at most one doctor. Some have none at all. 

More than anything, it makes me feel guilty. It brings me to my knees, to repent of my selfishness 

in praying for my own troubles, for allowing myself to be sucked into feeling sorry for myself. For 

my selfishness in praying for well-off nations struggling to cope, despite the best health care 

systems in the world. Not that it’s wrong to pray for them, or for our own country and our loved 

ones. But this virus was spread by the rich and privileged, and when it hits their nation, however 

scary we find the rising numbers, the reality is we have far, far more chance of surviving that a 

third-world nation. So as we enter April, and move towards the time where we remember 

passover,  



the time God chose to pass over his people, my prayer today, and everyday, will be this: 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

As we prepare to remember the time you chose for the Angel of Death to pass over, for love of 

your people, please may you once again grant a pass over. A pass over of Malawi, a pass over 

of Africa. In this time of waiting, as Lent comes to a close and we look ahead to Easter, in a time 

of fear and uncertainty, may we witness a miracle. May you, in your manifold and great mercy, 

spare Africa. 

Amen 

So, as you undoubtedly are doing, when you pray for our nation, for the nations’ most affected, 

please pray too for those nations who had nothing to do with the spread of this virus but will be  

completely unable to fight it. 

Much love, 

 

********* 

Government guidelines for social distancing: 
 

Stay at home to stop coronavirus spreading 
Everyone must stay at home to help stop the spread of coronavirus. 

You should only leave the house for 1 of 4 reasons: 

● shopping for basic necessities, for example, food and medicine, which must be as 

infrequent as possible 

● one form of exercise a day, for example, a run, walk, or cycle – alone or with members of 

your household 

● any medical need, or to provide care or to help a vulnerable person 

● travelling to and from work, but only where this absolutely cannot be done from home. 

 

********* 

Job and the church! A word to challenge and encourage 

There was a day that Satan came before the Lord, and the Lord said to Satan, “From where 

have you come?” Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and 

from walking up and down on it.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my church, 

how they gather every Sunday, and praise and worship My Holy Name. They do this year in and 

year out, every Sunday morning, all over the world. From the time the sun rises in the east until 

the sun sets in the west, My Name gets glorified, like a wave washing over all the earth.” 

Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Have you not blessed them with health and wealth and 

prosperity, with which they have built beautiful church buildings, and filled it with amazing 

technology? Have You not blessed them with all manner of talents that they bring together in 

these beautiful churches they built and worship You with beautiful music that appeals to their 

senses?” 

“But stretch out Your hand, and take all that from them, strike them down with a plague or even 

just the fear of a plague, and they will go quiet and worship You no more. This wave of worship, 

running from the east of the earth to the west, every Sunday morning will stop, and all will go 

quiet. Who will worship You then? Who will still make Your Name great?” 



And the Lord said to Satan, “They are in your hand.” So Satan unleashed a deadly virus upon 

the earth, and soon churches closed all over the world. Everyone, Christians, and gentiles alike, 

hunkered down in their homes, and everything went quiet… and Satan was standing there, 

watching, waiting. All the angels were standing in heaven, watching, waiting and God was 

standing there, watching, waiting… as a great silence fell over all the heavens and all the earth. 

Then one angel called out; “Listen…!”, and another called out; “I hear it too… it’s coming from 

the east”. In a small living room, in a locked up house, came the sound of a piano being played, 

and a voice singing; 

*“Holy, holy, holy,* 

*Though the darkness hide* *Thee,* 

*Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,* 

*Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,* 

*Perfect in power, in love, and purity!”* 

And another angel called out “Listen, over there, in the west!” And the sound of a guitar, coming 

from a bedroom could be heard with a voice singing; 

*“All hail King Jesus, All hail Emmanuel!* 

*King of kings, Lord of Lords, Bright Morning Star!* 

*And for all eternity, I’ll sing Your praises,* 

*And will reign with You, throughout eternity”* 

And slowly, from all directions on the earth, the sound of instruments and voices could be heard, 

louder and louder, until it became a symphony of worship, rising up to heaven. A cacophony of 

song, praising God, declaring His greatness, thanking Him for His grace, His mercy, His 

forgiveness. Songs of dedication and declaration, songs of encouragement, songs filled with the 

joy and peace that can only come from God, sung by thousands of men and women, young and 

old, wherever they were, accompanied by whatever means they had. 

And God turned to Satan and said; *“Did you notice… today is Wednesday! Now, My church, 

having been freed from all the business that filled their lives, worships Me every day of the week, 

for they still know that 'I Am'!* 

*The wave of worship that runs from sunrise in the east, until sunset in the west now circles the 

earth, every day, as the earth circles the sun.”* 

And all of heaven fell down on their faces and worshipped God, calling out *“Holy, holy, holy is 

the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His Glory!”.* 

And Satan turned and walked away, defeated as he has been since the day of Calvary. 

I want to encourage you today, in this unprecedented time, in the history of man, to not let your 

voice go quiet, to not pack your instrument away. All of creation and all of heaven is standing still 

right at this moment, waiting, watching… Now is the time to make your voice heard throughout 

the heavens, now is the time to pour out your heart before God. 

There is now, no audience, there is no tech, it’s just you before the Lord. Seek Him during this 

time, draw near to Him through worship. If you have never done this before, discover the beauty 

and blessings that come with your intimate, personal worship of God. Amen. 



Author: Anton van Reenen. 

 

Prayer points: 

 

Please continue to pray for those people within our fellowship who are vulnerable 

due to age or underlying health issues, that they would know the provision and 

protection of our Lord. 

 

Please pray for the church family as a body. That we would maintain love and unity 

during this difficult time and that we would remain in contact to encourage and 

support one another through the storm. 

 

Please pray for Roy and Gladys who are facing something that no church leader 

has ever faced before. Pray for wisdom, peace, health and perseverance 

throughout this unprecedented challenge that they face and pray that they would 

know they are loved, by the church and by Father God. 

 

Please pray for frontline workers including the NHS, Police, Prison officers, 

Pharmacists, Food shops, Fire service and anyone else who is working tirelessly in 

a difficult set of circumstances to ease the burden from us. Pray that they would be 

strengthened, refreshed, restored and protected. Pray also for their families, that 

they would have peace. 

 

Pray for Boris Johnson’s health and pray the government will receive wisdom at 

this time and for God to speak into the hearts of our leaders and bring about his 

will, in and through this situation. 

 

Pray without ceasing, for one another and for the church to be the salt and light 

that it is called to be in this dark season. 

 

Pray for the church across the world and at home, that they would hear what God 

is saying through this time and would repent of anything that is less than it should 

be in their faith, both individually and corporately. 

 

Brian Porter 

 


